Published on NCpedia (https://dev.ncpedia.org)
Home > Quitrents

Quitrents

[1]

Share it now!

Quitrents
by Joanne G. Carpenter, 2006
See also: Rent Rolls; [2]Arrears [3]; Receiver General [4]; State Taxes [5]
Quitrents [6] were small annual fees paid by a landowner incolonial [7] North Carolina to the proprietor (or granter) who had
conferred the holding. Rooted in the feudal system, quitrents were more closely related to a tithe than a tax since they
released the subject from any further obligation of service to the proprietor. The privilege to collect quitrents-paid to the
king in the case of a royal colony-was established in Pennsylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, Virginia, South Carolina, and
Georgia as well as in North Carolina. The fee was not based on the value of the land or the ability of the holder to pay but
rather on the acreage in the land grant. Although established by charter, the fee could be set aside or manipulated at the
will of the receiver. In North Carolina, quitrents originally had to be paid in cash rather than in crops or products. In a
society with little ready money, this fee, as well as taxes in general, was always considered odious. Consequently,
quitrents were often inefficiently collected.
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