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Black Freemasonry, like its white counterpart, promotes fellowship within a membership that engages in a wide variety of
social and benevolent activities. Although black freemasonry dates back to the American Revolution [3], it was not until
1866-during a period of tremendous antiblack sentiment following the Civil War [4]-that the first African American lodge
appeared in North Carolina. Within five years of the founding of King Solomon Lodge in New Bern, lodges were also
created in Wilmington [5], Fayetteville [6], and Raleigh [7]. In 1870 these four groups established a state organization, the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of North Carolina, with headquarters in Fayetteville.
As black freemasonry spread across the state, the composition of its membership changed. Whereas most of the original
members were urban residents, the fraternal organization gradually reached the countryside. Because black masons were
often businessmen and landowners, there was a close relationship between freemasonry and black economic enterprise.
Such membership increased personal and business contacts and promulgated valuable skills about property
management. Black lodges often rented their property to black businessmen.
During the late nineteenth century, black freemasonry in North Carolina continued to grow in size and extend the range of
its social and benevolent activities. From 37 lodges and 1,000 members in 1880, the organization grew to 358 lodges and
more than 10,000 members by 1910. The fraternal society offered short-term financial assistance to members
experiencing financial problems, provided insurance for the widows of deceased members, and established a black
orphanage in Oxford. It also made substantial contributions to the United Negro College Fund [8], the Legal Defense Fund
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People [9], a scholarship program for black students, and a
number of black North Carolina colleges [10]. By 2005 the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge Free and Accepted
Masons of North Carolina and Jurisdictions, Inc. [11], headquartered in Durham [12], was the state's central organization of
black lodges, which numbered more than 320.
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